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summary of various geographical factors; and the third is a slight dis- 
cussion of Cuba's health and sanitation, past and present, education, 
agriculture, and immigration. 

With chapter IV., the real purpose of the volume begins to be mani- 
fest, and the writer takes the traveler through Habana and its suburbs 
and the six provinces of the island, with a short excursion (chapter XI) 
to the Isle of Pines. These chapters are readable and give the traveler 
who is not too particular an excellent perspective of Cuba. Chapters 
XIII. to XVII. describe the highroads of Cuba; commercial and 
financial customs; Cuba's model clubs, hotels and restaurants and other 
items; and a few facts and figures, some of which are for 1918 and 1919. 

The chapter on Cuba's model club, the Asociaci6n de Dependientes 
del Comercio de la Habana", or Commercial Clerks' Club, which has 
a membership of at least 30,000, is of interest. The Gallegos Club has 
a membership of 37,000 Galician workmen, and there are other impor- 
tant clubs in Habana, including an American Club. Altogether, the 
book contains considerable information, and would make a handy 
companion to the traveler. The old saying that "It takes three Jews 
to beat a Greek, and three Greeks to beat an Armenian", appears as 
"It takes two Jews to beat a Greek, and two Greeks to beat a Gallego". 
The cost of living in Habana has risen considerably, partly due to 
reconstruction problems and partly to the prohibition amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, which sends many people from 
this country to Cuba, inasmuch as Cuba is still a "wet" region. There 
is an occasional slip in the types and the illustrations are only fair. 

James Alexander Robertson. 

Cuba y las Costunibres Cubanas. By Frank C. Ewart, Professor of 
Romance Languages in Colgate University. (Boston, New York, 
etc. : Ginn and Company [°1919]. Pp. xxx, xiv, 157.) 

Cuba y las Costunibres Cubanas was prepared "in harmony with the 
action of the Modern Language Association of America", which 
recommended that "the textbooks (of Spanish) embrace works dealing 
with the geography, history, and customs of Spanish-America as well as 
of Spain". The work "is the result of several months spent in Cuba", 
one purpose in its making being "to furnish . . . information with 
reference to the Spanish-American republic whose relations to the 
United States are the closest, and concerning which, above all others, 
we should be informed". The text is intended for high school and 
college use, and with the exception of certain selections from the 
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Boletln de la Union Panamericana, was written in Cuba under the 
criticism of a Spanish teacher, probably Sr. Jose" Fortuna y Salvado, of 
Habana, to whom the work is dedicated. This was in turn reviewed 
and in some places recast by Sr. T. Esquivel Obreg6n of New York. 

The volume is one of the newer type of readers which of late have been 
helping to make the study of the modern languages in this country 
more sane than was formerly the case, for it appeals to the sense of 
the practical; and, after all, this is a criterion which cannot be neglected 
in the judgment of a work. The majority of people in the United States 
who study Spanish do so with a practical object in view rather than 
the merely cultural, and this volume, while its main object is to aid in 
the teaching of Spanish, gives useful information about one of our His- 
panic American nieghbors. In its fourteen chapters, the author treats 
of the climate of Cuba, the port of Habana, first impressions of Habana, 
El Morro y La Cabana, the Plaza de Armas; Parks and streets; the 
Columbus cemetery; public education; notes on the future; Habana, the 
city with the most clubs of the world; a national fiesta; Christmas 
holidays; trip to Matanzas; and gives the words and music of the national 
hymn. A map of Cuba, questions, exercises, notes, and a vocabulary 
complete the reader. The volume is well illustrated by the author's 
own pictures. It should stimulate its readers to read the history of 
Cuba. 

J. A. R. 

Argentina: Legend and History. Readings selected and edited by 
Garibaldi G. B. Laguardia, A. M., and Cincinato G. B. 
Laguardia, A. B., of the United States Naval Academy. (Chicago, 
etc.: Benjamin H. Sanborn & Co. [1919]. Pp. lviii, 411. Maps. 
Vocabulary.) 

As one of the Hispanic Series which is being prepared under the editor- 
ship of Professor John D. Fitz-Gerald, of the University of Illinois, this 
volume will undoubtedly find considerable use. Like the volume men- 
tioned above, it is one of the new type of reader that is revolutioniz- 
ing the study of Spanish in the United States. The preface states that 
"the editors offer reading material which will give the student some 
idea of the history of Argentina, of her great men, of her development 
since the dawn of independence, and of her wonderful possibilities". 
The work is intended both for high school and for college use. 

Selections are given from the writings of fourteen authors, of each of 
whom short biographical sketches are presented in English. These 



